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About the Budget

The Council’s budget pays for day-to-day services such as waste and recycling,
planning, transport, highways, street cleaning, parks, playgrounds, libraries,
environmental health, children’s services and adult social care. The Council
has set a budget of £425 million for 2020/21. Council Tax raises £96 million -
just under a quarter of the total. The rest is funded from a range of sources
including Business Rates, income from fees and charges, and funding from
grants. The Council also has a capital budget that is used to invest in the town
to maintain and improve roads, parks, council homes, leisure facilities and
community assets.

One-off Collection
Fund Surplus £10.5m

Revenue Support Other income,

Grant £2m including fees,
Business charges and
Rates £38.4m sales
(inc s31 Grant) £274.2m

Gross
Revenue

Budget
£425m

Council Tax
£96m

Your Council Tax helps to pay for services delivered by Reading Borough Council,
Thames Valley Police and the Royal Berkshire Fire and Rescue service. In 2020/21 the
Council’s element of Council Tax will increase by 3.99%, an increase of approximately
£1.25 per week for a Band D property.

The change is made up of a 1.99% increase in general Council Tax and a 2% increase
to help fund social care. This Adult Social Care Precept has been created by the
Government and allows Councils that provide social care to adults to increase their
share of Council Tax to help fund the rising costs of that care. For 2020/21 the
Government has allowed an Adult Social Care Precept of up to an additional 2%,
which will raise an extra £1.8 million, equivalent to 935 hours of homecare and
1030 hours of supported living a week for vulnerable adults in Reading.

The table shows the Council Tax bands and the contribution
to each service

Council | Reading Thames Royal Berkshire

Tax Borough Valley Police Fire and Rescue Total

Band Council Authority Service

A £1,128.11 £144.19 £45.07 £1,317.37
B £1,316.12 £168.22 £52.58 £1,536.92
C £1,504.14 £192.25 £60.09 £1,756.48
D £1,692.16 £216.28 £67.60 £1,976.04
E £2,068.20 £264.34 £82.62 £2,415.16
F £2,444.23 £312.40 £97.64 £2,854.27
G £2,820.27 £360.47 £112.67 £3,293.41
H £3,384.32 £432.56 £135.20 £3,952.08

The bands are set by a government body which is part of HM Revenue and Customs.
If you feel that your property has been placed in the wrong band you should call
the Valuation Office Agency on 03000 501 501 or visit www.voa.gov.uk

Find out more at www.reading.gov.uk/counciltax



http://www.voa.gov.uk
http://www.reading.gov.uk/counciltax

How we use your money

We run services for residents, businesses and visitors in Reading and over the last year we have...
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congested, | want to be £3.4m to refurbish Reading West
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We’re investing £9m Reading’s roads
to repair more roads, and pavements
potholes and pavements need improving

We’re investing an
extra £250,000 to be a cleaner,
clean up the town greener town
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In Reading we recycle 35% of our household waste,
our aim is to recycle at least 50%.

Reading Borough Council is introducing weekly food waste
collections and also replacing grey wheeled bins with
smaller 140 litre black wheeled bins for most

properties during 2020

For more information about the changes visit:
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reading.gov.uk/wastechanges
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