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Donna Williams

Subject: FW: 53-55 Vastern Rd, Reading (200188) - day/sun review
Attachments: BRE Quote - Vastern Road daylight review.pdf

From: Markwell, Jonathan <Jonathan.Markwell@reading.gov.uk>  
Sent: 20 March 2020 15:57 
To: Craig Pettit <Craig.Pettit@bartonwillmore.co.uk>; Caroline McHardy <Caroline.McHardy@berkeleygroup.co.uk> 
Subject: [EXTERNAL] 53‐55 Vastern Rd, Reading (200188) ‐ day/sun review 
 
Dear Mr Pettit / Ms McHardy, 
 
Further to my email yesterday, please see attached the quote received today for the day/sunlight and 
overshadowing independent review from BRE.  
 
BRE and I are content, in the circumstances, that a site visit will not be necessary in this instance. 
Should BRE require any site/surrounding photographs, I hope that between my existing photographs and 
those which you / EB7 will have that these will be able to be provided to BRE. 
 
On this basis, I would welcome your confirmation that you are willing to fund this independent review, 
at an initial cost of £1370 +  £274 vat = £1,644 ?  
 
You will also note that BRE states: “The fee covers assessment of one version of the report. Further 
assessment of revised versions of the report, reports on cumulative impacts with other schemes, or 
detailed material submitted 
by other parties, would require an extra fee for which we would quote at the time”. I would welcome 
your agreement to this approach? 
 
If / when you reply positively to me on this, I would then seek to formally instruct BRE to carry out the 
review. Once BRE invoices the Council in the future, the Council would in-turn seek payment from you.  
 
I trust that this is of assistance and look forward to hearing from you.  
 

Yours sincerely, 
 
Jonathan Markwell  
Principal Planning Officer 
Planning Section|Directorate for Economic Growth and Neighbourhood Services  
 
Reading Borough Council  
Civic Offices,  
Bridge Street,  
Reading,  
RG1 2LU 
 
07971 015 688 
 
Website | Facebook | Twitter | YouTube 
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The information in this e‐mail (and its attachments) may contain data which constitutes ‘personal data’ or ‘sensitive personal 
data’ and it is provided to you on the understanding that you are (a) entitled to receive such data (b) that you will store and 
safeguard this data and (c) that you will take all reasonable care not to distribute this data to other parties not entitled to 
receive it – either deliberately or inadvertently.  Furthermore, the information is provided on the understanding that it will only 
be used for the purposes that it was disclosed to (or requested by) you and you will safely & securely destroy / delete this data 
once it has been used for that purpose/s or otherwise store it in accordance with the guidance set down by the Council from 
time to time.  Failure to adhere to these requirements may lead to a breach of the Data Protection Act, data storage 
requirements set down by the Council and could result in significant fines and / or adverse publicity.  
 
In addition, please note that the advice contained within this email (and attachments – if applicable) is that of an officer of 
the Borough Council and is provided without prejudice to the decision of the Borough Council. 
 

 
 
The information in this e-mail is confidential to the intended recipient to whom it 
has been addressed and may be covered by legal professional privilege and protected by 
law. Reading Borough Council does not accept responsibility for any unauthorised 
amendment made to the contents of this e-mail following its dispatch. If received in 
error, you must not retain the message or disclose its contents to anyone. Please 
notify us immediately quoting the name of the sender and the addressee and then delete 
the e-mail.  Reading Borough Council has scanned for viruses. However, it is your 
responsibility to scan the e-mail and attachments (if any) for viruses. Reading 
Borough Council also operates to the Protective Document Marking Standard as defined 
for the Public Sector. Recipients should ensure protectively marked emails and 
documents are handled in accordance with this standard (Re: Cabinet Office - 
Government Security Classification). 
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BRE’s Quality Management system is certified to  ISO 9001:2015 Certificate Number LRQA 10049560. 
 
BRE’s Environmental Management System is certified to ISO14001:2015 certificate number 10056985. 
 
BRE’s Health and Safety Management System Is certified to OHSAS 18001:2007 LRQA 10007555. 
 

Jonathan Markwell 
Principal Planning Officer 
Reading Borough Council 
Civic Offices 
Bridge Street 
Reading 
RG1 2LU 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

20 March 2020 
Our Ref. P117635 

 

Dear Jonathan 

Review of daylight and sunlight report, 53-55 Vastern Road, Reading 
 
Thank you for your enquiry regarding review of the daylight and sunlight report submitted by the 
applicant for this development. We can carry out a study to establish whether the report is 
robust in terms of its scope, methodology and the conclusions reached. This would include the 
following work: 

1. Review the scope of the report to ensure that potential impacts, and provision within the 
new development itself, have been properly addressed. If the report does not include the 
correct information, advise of the further work which would be required. 

2. Review the methodology of the daylight and sunlight report and compare it with good 
practice guidance (including the BRE Report ‘Site layout planning for daylight and sunlight: 
a guide to good practice’), and current practice. 

3. Review the text and conclusions of the report, including proposed mitigation measures, 
and assess whether the conclusions are justified based on the data given. 

4. Provide a report giving our findings from tasks 1 to 3, and summarising the impact on 
surrounding properties and daylight and sunlight provision within the development itself. 

 
Our fee for the above work would be £1370 + VAT. 
 
The fee covers assessment of one version of the report. Further assessment of revised versions 
of the report, reports on cumulative impacts with other schemes, or detailed material submitted 
by other parties, would require an extra fee for which we would quote at the time.  
 
The above fee does not include independent calculations of daylight and sunlight in the new 
scheme, the loss of light to existing buildings, and sunlight in open spaces. If we decided that 
the conclusions of the report were inaccurate or doubtful, we could carry out the relevant 
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calculations or measurements as an extra piece of work. We would provide an extra quotation 
for this work if it proved necessary. 
 
The above fee does not include a site visit. Our fee for a site visit would be an additional 
£980+VAT. This fee includes all travel expenses.  
 
The work would be carried out by Dr Paul Littlefair and Stephanie King or Gareth Howlett. Paul 
has 40 years of experience of working on daylight and sunlight. In 1984 he was awarded a PhD 
for a thesis entitled ‘Daylighting design and energy conservation’. He is a member of the 
Chartered Institution of Building Services Engineers (the professional institution for interior 
lighting), a Chartered Engineer and a Fellow of the Society of Light and Lighting. 
 
He has published over 100 papers on daylight and related issues and wrote part of the British 
Standard Code of Practice on daylight and the CIBSE Lighting Guide ‘Daylighting and window 
design’. He also wrote ‘Site layout planning for daylight and sunlight: a guide to good practice’, 
which is widely used by developers and planning authorities to help determine the loss of light to 
existing buildings. 
 
He has carried out over 250 studies of the loss of light to existing buildings, including similar 
reviews for a number of councils, including Reading Borough Council. 
 
Stephanie King MSc is a Senior Lighting Consultant at BRE. She joined BRE in 2004 having 
previously worked as an Environmental Health Officer with the London Borough of Harrow. Her 
specialist subject areas are daylight, sunlight, light trespass and acoustics. She has carried out 
over 100 assessments of daylight and sunlight impact of developments, including a number of 
projects involving major city centre mixed use developments. Her work has included evaluation 
of applicant daylight and sunlight reports for Slough, Plymouth, Tower Hamlets and Newham 
councils as well as developments in Reading. 
 
Gareth Howlett BSc is a Senior Lighting Consultant at BRE. He joined BRE in 2007. His 
specialist subject areas are daylight, sunlight and lighting energy modelling. He has carried out 
over 100 assessments of daylight and sunlight impact of developments, including a number of 
projects involving major city centre mixed use developments. His work has included evaluation 
of applicant daylight and sunlight reports for Tower Hamlets, Richmond, Plymouth, Lambeth and 
Reading councils.  
 
If attendance is required at a planning meeting then there would be an additional fee of £980 + 
VAT. This fee would only be charged if a meeting takes place. 
 
We are not aware of any conflict of interest in carrying out this work. 
 
Our offer, comprising this Proposal letter and BRE’s Standard Terms and Conditions of 
Business, remains open until 31 March 2021.  We appreciate the opportunity to undertake this 
work for you.  To authorise us to proceed, please confirm your acceptance by completing the 
acceptance form on the next page, and giving us a purchase order number if this will be 
required in order for our invoice to be paid. 
 
  



 

BRE Template V1 

Yours sincerely 

Dr Paul Littlefair         Gareth Howlett      
Associate Director, Lighting     Senior Lighting Consultant    
For and on behalf of BRE    For and on behalf of BRE 
Tel 01923 664874     Tel 01923 664668 
paul.littlefair@bregroup.com    gareth.howlett@bregroup.com  
 
 
 
 
Acceptance: 
 
We agree to accept the offer set out in this BRE quotation letter ref: P117635 for the scope of 
works, pricing and on terms and conditions described herein to the exclusion of all other terms 
or prior representations. 
 
 
Signed: ……………………………………………………….…. 
 
Name & Title: ……………………………………………..……. 
 
On behalf of ………………………………………………..….  …………………… 
  Local authority name     Date 
 
 
 
 
NOTES 
 
BRE’s Quality Management System is approved to BS EN ISO9001:2015, certificate number 
LRQA 10049560.  To ensure that the project is conducted to the required quality, the BRE 
Project Manager for this work will be responsible for the implementation to the standard. The 
project will also be delivered in line with BRE’s environmental management system approved to 
BS EN ISO14001:2015, certificate number LRQA 10056985. All reports will be approved prior to 
issue by a Project Reviewer to confirm that the work has been carried out to the required 
standard.  
 
An invoice for the project fee plus Value Added Tax will be submitted on completion of each 
stage of the work. 
 
Should your standard processes require the issuance of a purchase order or other document 
that seeks to invoke standard terms and conditions we will require it to be accompanied by 
expressive written text stating that the client terms shall be superseded by BRE’s terms and 
conditions (document TC301D) attached hereto.  
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