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Donna Williams

From: Justin Kenworthy
Sent: 14 June 2019 07:51
To: Markwell, Jonathan
Cc: Eve Ladden Timbers
Subject: Re: Vastern Road - Meeting Prior to Submission

Categories: Filed by Newforma

Hi Jonathan, 
 
Thanks for your email. I will prepare an agenda and issue that today... I’m just seeking our clients agreement to the 
topics. 
 
Many thanks. 
 
Justin Kenworthy 
Director 
        

DDI: 0207 446 6851 
W: www.bartonwillmore.co.uk 
7 Soho Square, London, W1D 3QB 
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On 14 Jun 2019, at 07:43, Markwell, Jonathan <Jonathan.Markwell@reading.gov.uk> wrote: 

Dear Mr Kenworthy, 
Further to the emails below and my telephone conversation with Mrs Ladden Timbers 
yesterday I was anticipating an intended meeting agenda to also be provided (as 
discussed), which would have clarified whether you also wished to discuss affordable 
housing/viability matters (as referenced last week – see the attachment in the enclosed 
email) at such a meeting?  
I would be grateful for this, so that I can consider whether it is only myself who needs to 
attend a meeting, or whether colleagues need to attend too (and see whether they are 
available at your preferred time).  
Please note that I did seek to clarify this via email yesterday afternoon (see attached), 
but I received an automated out of office reply this morning – which suggests to me there 
may have been a delay on the attached email being received.  
In short, please provide a meeting agenda (and any affordable housing/viability 
information, should you wish for this to be considered) and I will then confirm whether 
21st June at 2pm is possible.  
Please feel free to give me a call should you wish to discuss further, although I’ve tried to 
make the above as clear as possible.  
Yours sincerely, 
Jonathan Markwell  
Principal Planning Officer 
Planning Section|Directorate for Economic Growth and Neighbourhood Services  
Reading Borough Council  
Civic Offices,  
Bridge Street,  
Reading,  
RG1 2LU 
0118 937 2458 (72458 internal extension) 
Website | Facebook | Twitter | YouTube 
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The information in this e‐mail (and its attachments) may contain data which constitutes ‘personal data’ or 
‘sensitive personal data’ and it is provided to you on the understanding that you are (a) entitled to receive 
such data (b) that you will store and safeguard this data and (c) that you will take all reasonable care not to 
distribute this data to other parties not entitled to receive it – either deliberately or inadvertently. 
Furthermore, the information is provided on the understanding that it will only be used for the purposes that 
it was disclosed to (or requested by) you and you will safely & securely destroy / delete this data once it has 
been used for that purpose/s or otherwise store it in accordance with the guidance set down by the Council 
from time to time. Failure to adhere to these requirements may lead to a breach of the Data Protection Act, 
data storage requirements set down by the Council and could result in significant fines and / or adverse 
publicity. In addition, please note that the advice contained within this email (and attachments – if applicable) 
is that of an officer of the Borough Council and is provided without prejudice to the decision of the Borough 
Council. 

From: Eve Ladden Timbers [mailto:Eve.LaddenTimbers@bartonwillmore.co.uk]  
Sent: 12 June 2019 20:43 
To: Markwell, Jonathan 
Cc: Justin Kenworthy 
Subject: FW: Vastern Road - Meeting Prior to Submission 

This is an EXTERNAL EMAIL. STOP. THINK before you CLICK links or OPEN 
attachments. 

Jonathan,  
As per my voicemail this afternoon, please can you confirm that our meeting will definitely take place 
next Friday 21st June at 2pm.  
We discussed this as a suitable time over the phone, however I am yet to receive formal confirmation 
of this. Please can you confirm this to Justin ASAP.  
Many thanks  
Eve  
Eve Ladden Timbers 
Planning Associate 
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From: Eve Ladden Timbers  
Sent: 12 June 2019 16:10 
To: Markwell, Jonathan <Jonathan.Markwell@reading.gov.uk> 
Cc: Justin Kenworthy <justin.kenworthy@bartonwillmore.co.uk>; Katy Walker 
<Katy.Walker@berkeleygroup.co.uk> 
Subject: FW: Vastern Road ‐ Meeting Prior to Submission 
Jonathan,  
Thank you for your most recent pre-application feedback (pre-app 4) and your time on the phone 
yesterday.  
As discussed, we were somewhat taken aback and surprised by the overall tone of the pre-app 4 
response which felt decidedly more negative than your previous pre-app 3 written response. I now 
understand from our phone call this morning that the written response was (in the main) written 
shortly after the DRP feedback was received and before our contact with you last week to arrange a 
further meeting. I understand that in the absence of any further scheme discussions prior to 
submission, your pre-app 4 response was written to set out those unresolved issues which had not 
yet been completely addressed during the pre-application engagement process.  
As I am sure you understand, the design development process is an ongoing and iterative process. 
We are fully aware of those matters of contention raised by you to the scheme presented on the 27th 
March (and then subsequently displayed at the public exhibition on 8th May) and are actively working 
through all of your comments, together with responding to the feedback received by members, local 
groups and the local community. The scheme presented to you on the 27th March was a snapshot in 
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time and we can assure you that all matters raised will be duly addressed within the forthcoming 
planning submission (either through direct changes or by providing a robust justification otherwise). 
To support the application, we will prepare a pre-app 3 and DRP response tracker (similar to that 
prepared for pre-app 2) which will include a full, detailed response to all of the comments.  
We also note your comments to our Red Line Boundary Statement submitted to support the pre-app 
3 submission and will attempt to build on the submitted statement (if possible), submitting this with 
the forthcoming planning application.  
Notwithstanding the above, in the spirit of continuing our collaborative and proactive working 
arrangements, we would welcome a meeting with you next Friday 21st at 2pm to run through and 
discuss your pre-app 4 response and for us to explain how we intend on addressing those 
outstanding matters within the forthcoming submission.  
In summary, the key changes (this is not an exhaustive list) incorporated into the final scheme since 
pre-app 3 are as follows: 
Riverside Elevations – we have retained the warehouse/power station aesthetic (which is strongly 
supported my members/local community), but have sought to simplify the composition and detailing 
to present a softer and more unified visual appearance. Careful and considered landscaping has been 
introduced to further soften the massing along the riverside, with visual barriers at towpath level 
broken down to open up this part of the river. We are proposing lightweight (but secure) boundary 
treatments along the river’s edge to showcase the significant ecological landscaped buffer which is 
proposed adjacent to the river. A robust TVIA assessment will also be submitted with the planning 
application to justify (using verified views) the proposed bulk, scale and massing of the development. 
In seeking to balance the massing across the site, we have revised the massing within the centre 
element of Block D. This makes no change to either the tallest or lowest element of the block. 
Mews Houses – despite the DRP encouraging us to increase the heights of the mews building, we 
have sought to curtail the overall heights of the mews to ensure that neighbouring daylight/sunlight 
is protected and the visual impact of the development is minimised. Furthermore, the scheme 
presented at pre-app 3 has been amended to ensure that neighbouring properties continue to receive 
sufficient daylight/sunlight once the proposed scheme is introduced. The final scheme includes the 
reduction in length and foot print of the Mews (immediately adjacent to Nos 2 – 8 Lynmouth Road) 
which not only ensures sufficient D/S to all of the properties on Lynmouth Road, but which in turn, 
further minimises the visual impact of the proposed scheme and introduces a further open space at 
the Southern end of The Avenue. 
Pedestrian Link – we have introduced significantly more landscaping along the pedestrian route to 
ensure that a true ‘green link’ is delivered, utilising green walls, low level planting and an avenue of 
larger, evenly spaced trees lining the route within the scheme. A more lightweight railing treatment is 
now proposed, to allow for more visual permeability to avoid a physical of visual barrier when 
walking along the pedestrian route. Since pre-app 3, we have also met with Ian Carmichael (Crime 
Prevention Design Advisor) to discuss the scheme. Meeting notes attached. Ian welcomes the 
proposed extent of active frontage and passive surveillance created by the scheme, with the 
proposed pedestrian route and tow path improvements also supported. Ian provided comments to 
our proposed lighting strategy, which we are currently working into the final scheme.  
Vastern Road Entrance - We have also re-thought the arrival square, amending the scheme to 
ensure that the entrance to the pedestrian route from Vastern road is better signified, by relocating 
the public art and water feature into this location and encouraging movement into the centre of the 
site. The proposed changes will help to activate the space and clearly signal the access route to the 
river, using water as a cue. We have also reviewed the massing on the Vastern Road elevation with 
regard to the Link element and the eastern boundary adjacent to the retained SSE access route. 
To support our discussions, we have completed the DRP response tracker now (attached) which sets 
out how we intend on responding to each individual comment raised by the DRP within the 
forthcoming planning submission.  
We trust that the above/attached acts as a useful pre-curser to the meeting next week. As you know, 
I am on annual leave from this afternoon (returning on 1st July), therefore my director (Justin 
Kenworthy) will be attending the meeting in my absence, alongside Katy Walker from Berkeley 
Homes and Vince Prescott from Broadway Malyan. 
Kind regards,  
Eve 
Eve Ladden Timbers 
Planning Associate 
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From: Eve Ladden Timbers  
Sent: 12 June 2019 10:51 
To: Markwell, Jonathan <Jonathan.Markwell@reading.gov.uk> 
Subject: Vastern Road ‐ Meeting Prior to Submission 
Jonathan, 
I will be sending you a summary of the key changes and a completed DRP checker later today. As 
discussed, please could we meet you next Friday 21st at 2pm? I will confirm attendees/agenda 
shortly, but this is likely to be 4 people from our side.  
Many thanks  
Eve  
Eve Ladden Timbers 
Planning Associate 
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Click here to report this email as spam. 
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