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Donna Williams

From: Markwell, Jonathan <Jonathan.Markwell@reading.gov.uk>
Sent: 07 January 2020 14:46
To: Craig Pettit
Subject: FW: Tree species - 55 Vastern Rd, Reading (181724/PREAPP)

Categories: Filed by Newforma

Dear Mr Pettit, 
 
Further to your email of 13th December regarding tree species, please see below in full the comments I 
have received from the Natural Environment officer Sarah Hanson and the RBC Ecology consultant Giles 
Sutton, which I trust are of assistance to you. 
 
 

Yours sincerely, 
 
Jonathan Markwell  
Principal Planning Officer 
Planning Section|Directorate for Economic Growth and Neighbourhood Services  
 
Reading Borough Council  
Civic Offices,  
Bridge Street,  
Reading,  
RG1 2LU 
 
0118 937 2458 (72458 internal extension) 
 
Website | Facebook | Twitter | YouTube 
 

 
 
 
The information in this e‐mail (and its attachments) may contain data which constitutes ‘personal data’ or ‘sensitive personal 
data’ and it is provided to you on the understanding that you are (a) entitled to receive such data (b) that you will store and 
safeguard this data and (c) that you will take all reasonable care not to distribute this data to other parties not entitled to 
receive it – either deliberately or inadvertently. Furthermore, the information is provided on the understanding that it will only 
be used for the purposes that it was disclosed to (or requested by) you and you will safely & securely destroy / delete this data 
once it has been used for that purpose/s or otherwise store it in accordance with the guidance set down by the Council from 
time to time. Failure to adhere to these requirements may lead to a breach of the Data Protection Act, data storage 
requirements set down by the Council and could result in significant fines and / or adverse publicity. In addition, please note 
that the advice contained within this email (and attachments – if applicable) is that of an officer of the Borough Council and is 
provided without prejudice to the decision of the Borough Council. 
 
 
 

From: Hanson, Sarah <Sarah.Hanson@reading.gov.uk>  
Sent: 07 January 2020 12:33 
To: Markwell, Jonathan  
Cc: Giles Sutton 
Subject: Tree species ‐ 55 Vastern Rd, Reading (181724/PREAPP) 
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Jon, 
With reference to the tree species plan provided in Craig’s email of 13 December (not 
previously provided), I have discussed this with Giles Sutton and here are our thoughts: 
 

 Use of Quercus palustris on riverside – we can see why this has been included as it’s a 
large canopy tree tolerant of waterlogging (assuming this is considered to be a likely 
issue), albeit we believe our native Quercus robur has some tolerance to waterlogging. 
However, if non-native is to be included here (Betula nigra included for obvious reasons), 
we would rather a Swamp cypress be included instead of the Oak as that would 
complement those planted on the riverside at Thames prom or even a Sequoia to reflect 
the Wellingtonia across the river (one of the ‘landmark’ trees planting on completion of 
our 2010 Tree Strategy).  

 Use of Alnus spaetii – whilst noted as bee friendly we would not expect it to have as 
much wildlife associated with it as native Alnus glutinosa, which would therefore be the 
preference. 

 Gleditsia triacanthos – assume chosen for light shade to avoid light blockage into the 
buildings. However these have thorns so should be avoided – we note inclusion of a 
thornless variety as well. 

 Use of Betula Jacquemontii – arguably over-used in landscape schemes. Use of one of the 
two native Birches would be better for biodiversity, however there are already quite a 
few Betula pendula proposed so perhaps a change to something else native. A species 
with fruit for birds would be good, if not considered to be a potential nuisance given the 
location. 

 
Regards, 
 
Sarah Hanson, BSc, L4 DipArb (ABC), MArborA 
Natural Environment Officer 
Planning & Building Control 
Directorate for Economic Growth and Neighbourhood Services.  
Reading Borough Council  
Level 1, North 
Civic Offices 
Bridge Street 
Reading 
RG1 2LU 
 
0118 937 2440 
 
Website | Facebook | Twitter | YouTube 
 

 
 

From: Craig Pettit [mailto:Craig.Pettit@bartonwillmore.co.uk]  
Sent: 13 December 2019 10:58 
To: Markwell, Jonathan 
Subject: RE: 55 Vastern Rd, Reading (181724/PREAPP) 
 

This is an EXTERNAL EMAIL. STOP. THINK before you CLICK links or OPEN attachments. 

Good morning Jonathan,  
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Thank you for your response which we will consider in full. However I note you make reference to the lack of a 
species plan which I believe I did send you, but apologies if this did not reach you for some reason. Please could you 
confirm receipt and seek comments on this from your colleagues. If you are able to simply provide updated thoughts 
on this point via email that would be much appreciated.  
 
Many thanks 
 
Craig Pettit 
Planning Associate 
        

DDI: 0118 943 0107 
M: 07807 866091 
W: www.bartonwillmore.co.uk 
The Blade, Abbey Square, Reading, Berkshire, RG1 3BE 
  

Consider the Environment, Do you really need to print this email? 
 

The information contained in this e-mail (and any attachments) is confidential and may be privileged. It may be 
read, copied and used only by the addressee, Barton Willmore accepts no liability for any subsequent alterations 
or additions incorporated by the addressee or a third party to the body text of this e-mail or any attachments. 
Barton Willmore accepts no responsibility for staff non-compliance with our IT Acceptable Use Policy. 
 

 
From: Markwell, Jonathan <Jonathan.Markwell@reading.gov.uk>  
Sent: 12 December 2019 17:15 
To: Craig Pettit <Craig.Pettit@bartonwillmore.co.uk> 
Subject: 55 Vastern Rd, Reading (181724/PREAPP) 
 
Dear Mr Pettit, 
 
Further to our recent pre-app meeting, please see attached the subsequent written advice. 
 

Yours sincerely, 
 
Jonathan Markwell  
Principal Planning Officer 
Planning Section|Directorate for Economic Growth and Neighbourhood Services  
 
Reading Borough Council  
Civic Offices,  
Bridge Street,  
Reading,  
RG1 2LU 
 
0118 937 2458 (72458 internal extension) 
 
Website | Facebook | Twitter | YouTube 
 

 
 
 
The information in this e‐mail (and its attachments) may contain data which constitutes ‘personal data’ or ‘sensitive personal 
data’ and it is provided to you on the understanding that you are (a) entitled to receive such data (b) that you will store and 
safeguard this data and (c) that you will take all reasonable care not to distribute this data to other parties not entitled to 
receive it – either deliberately or inadvertently. Furthermore, the information is provided on the understanding that it will only 
be used for the purposes that it was disclosed to (or requested by) you and you will safely & securely destroy / delete this data 
once it has been used for that purpose/s or otherwise store it in accordance with the guidance set down by the Council from 
time to time. Failure to adhere to these requirements may lead to a breach of the Data Protection Act, data storage 
requirements set down by the Council and could result in significant fines and / or adverse publicity. In addition, please note 
that the advice contained within this email (and attachments – if applicable) is that of an officer of the Borough Council and is 
provided without prejudice to the decision of the Borough Council. 
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The information in this e-mail is confidential to the intended recipient to whom it 
has been addressed and may be covered by legal professional privilege and protected by 
law. Reading Borough Council does not accept responsibility for any unauthorised 
amendment made to the contents of this e-mail following its dispatch. If received in 
error, you must not retain the message or disclose its contents to anyone. Please 
notify us immediately quoting the name of the sender and the addressee and then delete 
the e-mail.  Reading Borough Council has scanned for viruses. However, it is your 
responsibility to scan the e-mail and attachments (if any) for viruses. Reading 
Borough Council also operates to the Protective Document Marking Standard as defined 
for the Public Sector. Recipients should ensure protectively marked emails and 
documents are handled in accordance with this standard (Re: Cabinet Office - 
Government Security Classification). 
  
 

Click here to report this email as spam. 

 
 
The information in this e-mail is confidential to the intended recipient to whom it 
has been addressed and may be covered by legal professional privilege and protected by 
law. Reading Borough Council does not accept responsibility for any unauthorised 
amendment made to the contents of this e-mail following its dispatch. If received in 
error, you must not retain the message or disclose its contents to anyone. Please 
notify us immediately quoting the name of the sender and the addressee and then delete 
the e-mail. Reading Borough Council has scanned for viruses. However, it is your 
responsibility to scan the e-mail and attachments (if any) for viruses. Reading 
Borough Council also operates to the Protective Document Marking Standard as defined 
for the Public Sector. Recipients should ensure protectively marked emails and 
documents are handled in accordance with this standard (Re: Cabinet Office – 
Government Security Classifications). 
 
 


