
Ms Frances Martin 
Exec. Dir. for Economic Growth & 
Neighbourhood Services 
Reading Borough Council 
Civic Offices 
Reading 
Berks 

Dear Ms Williams, 

12 Thames Side 
Reading 
Berks 
RG1 8DR 

25 March 2021 

Re: Planning Application 200188 - Berkeley Homes old SSE site Vastern Road 

I am writing with regard to your letter of 22 March 2022 regarding the above Planning 
Application. 

The original planning application for this site by Berkley Homes showed flats and 
mews houses. The houses were sited abutting Lynmouth Road. Unfortunately 
these plans were rescinded and the high rise plans to enable extra flats were 
devised. This meant that houses in Lynmouth Road would be overlooked and their 
privacy would be invaded. 

The site will retain the SSE transformers. These transformers do emit a humming 
noise which can be heard by the residents living around the site. The new 
development will be much nearer the transformers and there has been some 
publicity regarding the risks of cancer caused by electricity pylons etc. 

The plans show the site to be considerably overdeveloped for the area. The homes 
around Vastern Road are only 2, 3 or 4 storey. The retail developments on the other 
side of Vastern Road are also only 2 storey. The proposed development will look 
incongruous with the surrounding area. I can see no benefit to the local area. 

A small development of houses or low level flats would be far more desirable for the 
SSE Site and more commensurate with the houses currently along Vastern Road 
and Lynmouth Road. 

This area of Reading was originally deemed a flood plain. Planning Applications 
were refused because of the risk of flooding to homes in this area. This flood plain 
extended to the railway bridge on the Caversham Road. 

The Environment Agency are concerned enough to be looking into the flood risk in 
this area. Vastern Road has a tributary running beneath the road which enters the 
Thames by Caversham Lock. The foundations used on the site will increase the risk 
of flooding in this area. Proposed further developments on the old Royal Mail 
building, the Station complex, the Aldi/Range site and the Drew's building will also 




