
From: Hanson, Sarah <Sarah.Hanson@reading.gov.uk>  
Sent: 17 November 2020 14:00 
To: Markwell, Jonathan <Jonathan.Markwell@reading.gov.uk> 
Subject: RE: 55 Vastern Road, Reading (200188) 
 
Jon, 
 
Re Berkeley’s letter of 12 November 2020  
This does not specifically respond to the issue with lack of space for larger canopy trees but I glean from their 
response that no change is design (reduction in units) is going to happen, e.g. stating: 
‘…given the constrained space already present on this site and the density required to make it a viable development 
as per the sites allocation’. 
‘Given the scheme is already shown not to be viable, a reduction of between 35-45 dwellings would present a 
fundamental challenge to the delivery of any development on the site’. 
This objection is therefore not overcome and would have to be taken in your ‘on balance’ decision and may be a 
weaker stand-alone reason if all other landscape issues (with Parks, Ecology and EA) are resolved. 
 
Regarding green roof provision, I note the letter states: 
We note that that the provision of green roofs is still unresolved and this fundamentally hinges on 
our energy strategy. With our current all electric strategy and provision of PV panels as submitted 
we can confirm it is possible to introduce green roofs alongside the PV panels as per your request. 
We would welcome the finer details of this to be agreed through condition. 
 
I take this to be a firm commitment to the provision of green roofs hence if the application is approved, specific 
reference should be made to the green roofs in condition L2. 
 
I think other landscape issues (off site mitigation) are for GS Ecology and Parks (CJ) to comment on but no doubt they 
or you will let me know if my input is required.  Needless to say, off-site mitigation is NOT the default option, which 
should be sufficient and appropriate planting on site through a development design that allows this. 
 
Regards, 
 
Sarah Hanson 
Natural Environment Officer 
Planning Department 
Directorate of Economic Growth and Neighbourhood Services 
Reading Borough Council  
Floor 1 North, Civic Offices 
Bridge Street 
Reading 
RG1 2LU 
 
Direct: 0118 937 2440 
Mobile: 07855 125975 
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