
 

Dear Chair 

CADRA would like to comment further to the PAC on the SSE site application 200188 
which is coming before your Committee on 31st March. 

Our original comments made in April 2020 on this site are largely reproduced in the 
Officer's report and related to 

1. The alignment, coherence and legibility of the new pedestrian and cycle route
from the Station to the River

2. Building heights adjacent to the River.

However, we had previously contacted the Planning Department in November 2019, not 

only in respect of this site, but also the adjoining Aviva and Hermes sites. We 
highlighted the need for common urban design principles which should apply to these 
three connected and related sites which are in711ultiple ownership. This would include 
alignment of the route from the station to the river, a careful analysis of the potential for 
Views through from the station and the coordinated placing of buildings across the 
three sites, together with an integrated hard and soft landscaping approach to the 
public realm. This would optimise the outcome for the town. We were concerned about 
the ad hoc and piecemeal nature of the proposals coming forward at the pre-planning 
stage. 

RBC's Reading Station Area Framework and the Reading Central Area Action Plan also 
suggest such an approach and a lowed for a direct link both visually and in landscape 
terms through to the river from the station. These frameworks possibly assumed the 
availability of all of the SSE site. If this is now unrealistic, the Framework needs to be 

revisited. Otherwise, the SSE, Hermes and Aviva schemes will make no sense and the 
Planners and subsequently the PAC will find themselves in continuing difficulty. And a 
major opportunity for the town will be lost. 

We suggest that a limited but detailed Urban Design and Public Realm brief should be 
urgently prepared by the Council to guide the detailed coordination of these sites, 

including the SSE site, in order to resolve the impasse that has been reached. We 
appreciate the resource limitations that the Council is under but believe this could be 
done quickly and effectively. 

CADRA appreciates these comments widen out from the SSE site application 200188 
that will come before you, but this application is a critical part of that wider picture and 
we hope that these comments are therefore both relevant and of use. 

Kind regards, 

Helen Lambert 
Caversham and District Residents Association 
www.cadra.org.uk 
Please 'like' our Facebook page 

httos://www.facebook.com I cavershamresidents 


