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 with matters such as the installation of extraction systems, hours of operation, or preventing a 
development from changing its character. 

 
4.1.39 There is not any current policy prescribing the location of employment uses below 2,500 sq m.  

Such a policy is not required, as long as impacts on residential amenity are carefully controlled.  
This policy will therefore be regularly applied to new or expanding employment uses.  Where 
HGV movements (vehicles having a gross laden weight greater than 7.5 tonnes) are to be 
generated, apart from during construction, it is not appropriate that residential roads are used.  
This policy also seeks to ensure that new development for uses such as residential in close 
proximity to commercial use is not located or designed in a way that leads to future tensions 
that would constrain the operation of existing businesses.  

 
4.1.40 Amenity levels for new residential development may also be considered. For instance, layouts 

should avoid locating living rooms, bathrooms and kitchens next to, above, or below proposed 
and neighbouring bedrooms unless effects can be adequately mitigated through design.  Another 

 
 
4.1.41 Other policies in this document deal specifically with uses which often have particular amenity 

impacts, for instance residential conversions (H8) and house extensions (H9).  Policy CC8 must 
be read in conjunction with these policies where they apply. 

 
4.1.42 There is good practice guidance available on some of these issues22

Supplementary Planning Guidance on House Extensions provides some useful guidance on how 
extensions can be designed to accord with the principles of this policy, and that SPG continues 
to be current.  For instance, the SPG sets out a basic way to protect light to main rooms in 
adjoining dwellings, through avoiding extensions that would infringe on an area measured at an 
angle of 45° from the midpoint of the closest window to a habitable room in a neighbouring 
property. 

 
4.1.43 This policy mainly deals with the end result of developments, but in the meantime, conditions 

may be applied to regulate the amenity effects of construction. 
 
 

Securing Infrastructure 
 

CC9: SECURING INFRASTRUCTURE 
 
Proposals for development will not be permitted unless infrastructure, services, resources, 
amenities or other assets lost or impacted upon as a result of the development or made 
necessary by the development will be provided through direct provision or financial 
contributions at the appropriate time.  
 
Employment development should provide mitigation measures in line with its impacts on 
labour and skills and on the transport network. 
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In determining appropriate provision or contribution, the highest priority will be given to 
the following:  

 
Transport infrastructure, including major cross boundary or sub-regional infrastructure 
projects;  
Open space, green infrastructure and other measures to improve or enhance 
biodiversity;  
Education, including cross-boundary facilities;  
Economic development services and infrastructure, including employment, skills and 
training development initiatives and childcare provision.  

 
Where relevant a high priority will also be given to the appropriate provision of the 
following:  

 
Energy infrastructure, including decentralised energy projects;  
Health provision; and  
Police Service infrastructure.  

 
Other measures, as follows, should also be considered where a specific need is identified 
and justified:  

 
Community facilities;  
Leisure and cultural infrastructure; 
Reading Central Area infrastructure and amenities, including public realm and street 
care enhancements;  
Environmental improvements outside the Central Area, such as within local centres, 
including off-site street tree and other tree planting;  
Measures to tackle poor air quality or for on-going air quality monitoring; and 
Flood mitigation and prevention measures.   

 
 

4.1.44  Development is required to play a role in delivering sustainable development. Development 
should minimise damage, loss and impact upon existing infrastructure and environmental assets. 
Should loss or damage occur, developers should compensate for or mitigate any impact caused 
by a development. Development proposals will be expected to mitigate all relevant impacts in 
accordance with the criteria and rate of contribution and/or levy as set out in relevant 
documentation, taking account of levels of development that have already been accepted, and 
mitigation measures that have already been agreed or implemented. However, where it will not 
be possible to mitigate all relevant impacts or needs, for example for reasons of viability, the 
Council will take into account priorities, as set out in the policy, when seeking to agree an 
appropriate range of measures. 

 
4.1.45 Provision will be secured through planning obligations and/or the Community Infrastructure Levy 

as relevant.  Such contributions may be pooled, in order to allow necessary infrastructure to be 
secured in a fair and equitable way insofar as is compliant with relevant legislation. 

 
4.1.46  Government policy on planning obligations is contained in The Community Infrastructure 

Regulations 2010 as amended23.  This indicates that in some instances, it may be possible to 
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