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EN2:  AREAS OF ARCHAEOLOGICAL SIGNIFICANCE 
 
Applicants should identify and evaluate sites of archaeological significance by consulting 
the Historic Environment Record. This will require an assessment of the archaeological 
impacts of development proposals to be submitted before the planning application is 
determined. Planning permission will not be granted in cases where the assessment of the 
archaeological impacts is inadequate.   
 
Where remains cannot be preserved ‘in situ,’ remains should be properly excavated, 
investigated and recorded. This will require adequate provision for the identification, 
investigation, recording and publication of the archaeological resource.  Where 
appropriate, Section 106 agreements will be negotiated to protect, enhance and interpret 
archaeological remains.  
 

Development proposals which will have an adverse effect on scheduled monuments and 
other nationally important archaeological remains and their settings will not be allowed 
unless there is clear and convincing justification in the form of overriding public benefits. 

 
 

4.2.17 Archaeological excavation is, by its nature, a generally destructive process, so the archive is the 
unique record of this investigation and needs to be preserved and accessible in perpetuity.  
Archives from within Reading Borough are usually added to Reading Museum’s collection.  The 
Proposals Map shows ‘Areas of Archaeological Potential’, where there is recognised 
archaeological potential, although it is also important to recognise that there is a potential for 
archaeological finds almost anywhere in the Borough.  All reports submitted to support the 
application will be written by a qualified heritage professional and should assess impacts and 
effects to an appropriate level of detail.  

 
 

EN3:  ENHANCEMENT OF CONSERVATION AREAS 
 

The special interest, character and architecture of Conservation Areas will be conserved 
and enhanced.  Development proposals within Conservation Areas must make a positive 
contribution to local character and distinctiveness.  Positive consideration will be given to 
proposals which take opportunities to enhance the character of conservation areas. These 
may include: 

 

Reducing visual clutter caused by negative factors, such as poles and overhead wires, 
satellite dishes or unnecessary street furniture; 
Restoring original building features; 
Removing inappropriate additions or alterations to buildings; 
Protecting and encouraging the maintenance of green spaces and important trees, 
particularly where they are intrinsic to the history and character of the area; 
Improving signage and street furniture; 
Restoring or re-establishing appropriate paving, railings or walls; 
Sympathetic landscaping and planting; 
Improving or restoring green spaces, including front gardens, that are appropriate to 
the historic interest of a Conservation Area; 
Signage that reveals and promotes the Conservation Area and its boundaries; 
Interpretation panels to inform the public of the area’s historical significance. 

 

4. GENERAL POLICIES—BUILT AND NATURAL ENVIRONMENT 


