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Area. There are a number of other views in the Borough that are important for other reasons, 
and these are covered by other designations and documents.  Policy EN13 deals with major 
landscape features, of and within which there are many views of importance.  There are also a 
number of views of central Reading, in particular including the station area.  The Reading 
Station Area Framework (chapter 7) identifies both longer and shorter distance views that are of 
importance39.  

 
EN6:  NEW DEVELOPMENT IN A HISTORIC CONTEXT 
 
In areas characterised by heritage assets, the historic environment will inform and shape 
new development.  New development will make a contribution to the historic character of 
the area by respecting and enhancing its architectural and visual qualities and considering 
how heritage considerations can influence the design of new development.  When 
determining planning applications for new development, the following factors will be 
taken into consideration: 

 
a. The positive contribution of the development to the existing historic townscape (scale, 

height, mass, proportion, plot size, street form, materials, significant vistas and 
views, and open space); 

b. Sensitivity to historic context; 
c. Reflection of borough-wide major heritage themes that contribute to local 

distinctiveness (e.g. patterned brickwork or former worker terraced housing);  
d. Whether development promotes and/or improves access to previously undiscovered or 

neglected historic significance. 
 
 

4.2.23 The Council is committed to protecting and where appropriate, enhancing, Reading’s historic 
environment.  This includes ensuring that buildings and features of local architectural and 
historic interest are taken fully into account and safeguarded, as appropriate.  New 
development in the vicinity of historic assets or at the edges of conservation areas should be 
sympathetic.  It should reflect elements of the local historic environment in the form of the 
new development.  This could include a wide range of matters such as footprint sizes, setbacks 
from the road frontage, landscaping, window placement and size, prevailing building height or 
architectural features.  The aim is not to copy existing heritage, but to use new development to 
underline key consistent elements of the local historic environment. Good, modern design that 
is complimentary to the historic environment will be acceptable and preferable to ‘pastiche.’ 

 
4.2.24  The Council’s positive approach to promoting Reading’s unique historic character relies on early 

discussions with stakeholders at the pre-application stage, so that applicants are fully informed 
of the issues they are required to address. 

 
 

Local Green Space and Public Open Space 
 

EN7: LOCAL GREEN SPACE AND PUBLIC OPEN SPACE 
 
The following Local Green Spaces (LGS) and Public Open Space (POS), as shown on the 
Proposals Map, will be protected from development.  Proposals that would result in the 
loss of any of these areas of open space, erode their quality through insensitive adjacent 

4. GENERAL POLICIES—BUILT AND NATURAL ENVIRONMENT 

39 h p://www.reading.gov.uk/media/1674/Reading-Sta on-Area-Framework/pdf/Reading-Sta on-Area-Framework.pdf   


