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The Biodiversity Metric 2.0 - Calculation Tool
Instructions

Start page

The Biodiversity Metric 2.0 
auditing and accounting for biodiversity 
Calculation Tool: Short Guide 
Beta Version 
July 2019 
ISBN 978-1-78354-540-7 2 

The Biodiversity Metric 2.0 – Calculation Tool Guidance 
This guide shows y ou how to use the biodiv ersity  metric 2.0 calculation tool in six quick steps. 
Bef ore starting y ou will need to know the f ollowing about y our project: 
 The ty pes of  habitat involved (on-site and of f-site) 
 The size of  each habitat parcel (in hectares or, if  linear, kilometres) 
 The condition of  each habitat parcel 
 How ecologically  connected the site(s) are 
 Whether the site(s) are in locations identif ied as local nature priorities 
START 
Open tool on any  laptop with spreadsheet sof tware installed. Press “Open Tool”. 
This is the start page. Input details of  y our project into “Project Details”. 
Remember to periodically save your work. 
Click the “Main Menu” button. The Worksheet Menu will then open like this. 
The next steps explain how to enter the key  data f or y our project. 

Main menu 



Tree size Tree number Area
Small 0.0000

Medium 0.0000
Large 0.0000
Total 0.00 0.0000

Street tree helper

On-site 
baseline  On-site post development 

A-1
On-site 
habitat

A-2 Habitat 
creation

A-3 Habitat 
enhancement

A-4 Habitat
accelerated 
succession

Off-Site post development

The Biodiversity Metric 2.0 - Calculation Tool
Main menu

D-2 Habitat 
creation

D-3 Habitat 
enhancement

D-4 Habitat
accelerated 
succession

B-3 Hedgerow 
enhancement

B-2 Hedgerow 
creation

C-3 River 
enhancement

C-2 River 
creation

E-3 Hedgerow 
enhancement

E-2 Hedgerow 
creation

F-3 River 
enhancement

F-2 River 
creation

B-1
On-site 
hedge

C-1
On-Site 

river
baseline 

Off-site 
baseline  

F-1
Off-site 

river
baseline

E-1
Off-site 
hedge

baseline 

D-1
Off-site
habitat 

Start here
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Headline results

The Biodiversity Metric 2.0 -
Calculation Tool 

Detailed results
Habitat trading 

summary
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Total net % change
(including all on-site & off-site habitat creation + retained habitats)

Habitat units -100.00%
Hedgerow units 0.00%

River units 0.00%

Total net unit change
(including all on-site & off-site habitat retention/creation)

Habitat units -0.09
Hedgerow units 0.00

River units 0.00

Off-site post-intervention
(Including habitat retention, creation, enhancement & 

Habitat units 0.00
Hedgerow units 0.00

River units 0.00

0.00

On-site post-intervention
(Including habitat retention, creation, enhancement & 

succession)

Habitat units 0.00
Hedgerow units 0.00

River units 0.00

Off-site baseline
Habitat units 0.00

Hedgerow units 0.00
River units

0.09
Hedgerow units 0.00

River units 0.00

Headline Results

On-site baseline
Habitat units

Return to 



A-1 Site Habitat Baseline

Ecological 
baseline

Ref Broad Habitat  Habitat type
Area 

(hectares) Distinctiveness Condition 
Ecological 

connectivity Strategic significance
Total habitat 

units
Area 

retained
Area 

enhanced
Area 

succession

Baseline 
units 

retained

Baseline 
units 

enhanced

Baseline 
units 

succession
Area lost Units lost Assessor comments Reviewer comments

1 Wetland
Wetland - Reedbeds

0.0032 High Good Low
Within area formally identified in 

local strategy Same habitat required 0.07 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.07
Habitat units before development

2 Wetland Wetland - Reedbeds 0.0032 High Poor Low Within area formally identified in 
local strategy

Same habitat required 0.02 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.02 Habitat units after development

3
4
5
6
7

Total site area ha 0.01 Total Site baseline 0.09 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.01 0.09

Habitats and areas CommentsHabitat 
distinctiveness

Habitat 
condition

Ecological 
connectivity

Strategic significance Retention category biodiversity value
Suggested action to address 

habitat losses

Bespoke 
compensation 

agreed for 
unacceptable 

losses

Condense / Show Rows
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Baseline 
ref

Baseline habitat
Total 

habitat 
area

Baseline 
distinctiveness 

band

Baseline 
distinctiveness 

score

Baseline condition 
category

Baseline condition 
score

Baseline ecological 
connectivity 

Baseline connectivity
Baseline 

connectivity 
score

Baseline strategic 
significance category

Baseline strategic 
significance score

Baseline habitat units
Suggested action to address habitat 

losses
Proposed habitat                                                                                                                 

(Pre-populated but can be overridden)
 Distinctiveness change Condition change

Ecological 
connectivity 

score
Connectivity 

Connectivity 
multiplier

Strategic significance
Strategic 

significance

Strategic 
position 

multiplier

Time to target 
condition/years

Time to target 
multiplier

Difficulty of 
enhancement 

category

Difficulty of 
enhancement 

multiplier
Assessor comments Reviewer comments

Poor Low Unconnected habitat 1
Within area formally identified in local 

strategy
High strategic 
significance 

1.15

Total site area 0.00
Enhancement 

total
0.00

A-3 Site Habitat Enhancement

CommentsTemporal multiplier Difficulty multipliersBaseline habitats

Post development/ post intervention habitats 

Strategic significanceEcological connectivityChange in distinctiveness and condition
Area 

(hectares) 
Habitat units 

delivered
ScoreCondition ScoreDistinctiveness

Condense / Show Rows
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