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4.4.26 At the time of producing the Local Plan, the tenure split below reflects the most up to date 

position on needs within Reading.  However, a revised Affordable Housing SPD, to be produced 

during 2019, will look at this issue in detail.  The needs below are therefore subject to change 

within the SPD. 

 Social rented or affordable rent housing of no more than target rent – 70% of affordable 

housing units; and 

 Intermediate and/or shared ownership housing – 30%. 

 
 

Build to Rent Schemes 
 

H4: BUILD TO RENT SCHEMES 
 

Planning permission will be granted for developments of self-contained, private rented 

homes which:  

 

1. Are secured in single ownership providing solely for the rental market for a minimum 

20 year term with provision for clawback of affordable housing contributions should 

the covenant not be met; and  

2. Provide tenancies for private renters for a minimum of three years with a six month 

break clause in the tenant’s favour and structured and limited in-tenancy rent 

increases agreed in advance; and  

3. Provide a high standard of professional on-site management and control of the 

accommodation; and  

4. Provide a commitment to high-quality rental arrangements, through meeting Reading 

Borough Council’s voluntary Rent with Confidence Standards or equivalent measures; 

and  

5. Provide for a mix of unit sizes in accordance with Policy H2 or CR6; and  

6. Meet the standards of design set out in Policy H5; and  

7. Provide 30% on-site affordable housing, either in accordance with Policy H3 and any 

relevant Supplementary Planning Document; or in the form of Affordable Private Rent 

Housing as defined and set out in a relevant Supplementary Planning Document.  

 
 

4.4.27 Planning Practice Guidance, under the heading ‘The private rented sector’, indicates that: 
 

“some privately rented homes can come from purpose built schemes held in single 

ownership which are intended for long term rental. The economics of such schemes differ 

from build for sale and should be determined on a case by case basis. To help ensure these 

schemes remain viable while improving the diversity of housing to meet local needs, local 

planning authorities should consider the appropriate level of planning obligations, including 

for affordable housing, and when these payments are required. So these homes remain 

available to rent only, local planning authorities may choose to explore using planning 

obligations to secure these schemes for a minimum period of time. Local planning 

authorities should enforce these planning obligations in the usual way.” (reference 10-018-

20150326) 
 

4.4.28 A large part of the housing stock in Reading is privately rented although mostly through 
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