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layout, materials, hard and soft landscaping.  There may be opportunities for areas of 

public realm to provide improved access to and visibility for heritage assets. 
 

Pedestrianisation, traffic management and/or environmental enhancements will continue 

to be implemented on appropriate streets.  
 

5.3.10 Open space and well-designed areas of public realm are key contributors to the character of any 

area, and this applies particularly to large built-up areas such as Reading.  Such areas provide 

opportunities for informal sports and recreation, community focal points and meeting places 

and space for events to take place. 
 

5.3.11 Reading benefits from some substantial areas of open space close to the town centre along the 

Thames, and some high-quality but smaller areas such as Forbury Gardens.  Increasingly, the 

town centre is seeing new and improved town squares and similar spaces, with the provision of 

squares at the north and south entrance to the new station, and recent improvements to Market 

Place and Town Hall Square.  Additional open space or generous public realm such as town 

squares or wider streets that can have multiple functions would assist in creating a sense of 

place in the centre, and are encouraged.  Indeed, these types of space are likely to present the 

main opportunities for additional spaces in the centre.  These can act as locations for leisure 

activities and public gatherings and events.  The provision of new public open space should be 

accessible and of a usable size and shape.  It should be capable of use for a range of activities, 

across a range of age groups.  Improvements to the public realm may include works such as the 

provision of open space, the improvement of pedestrian access to existing open space, the 

provision of landscaping and green infrastructure, and wider streets that act as open space.   
 

5.3.12 Reading’s watercourses are also major assets which need to be built into the strategy, and their 

distinct characters should be respected.  The Kennet generally runs through more urban higher-

density areas, whilst the Thames retains its sense of tranquillity.  These distinct characters have 

informed the Local Plan.  It is essential that public access along watercourses is retained and 

expanded in the central area.  Policy EN11 deals specifically with development close to 

watercourses, and applies to development across Reading, including the central area.  Policy 

EN12 relates to biodiversity and the green network, with Reading’s watercourses forming 

significant ecological assets.  These policies highlight the importance of development enhancing 

the watercourses as important habitats, and this applies equally in the centre.  
 
 

Leisure, Culture and Tourism in Central Reading 
 

CR4: LEISURE, CULTURE AND TOURISM IN CENTRAL READING 
 

The Central Core will be the prime focus for major leisure, cultural and tourism 

development107.  Leisure, cultural and tourism uses that would attract a wide range of 

people into the centre will be encouraged.  Innovative solutions to leisure provision will be 

encouraged, particularly those that make best use of available (often limited) site area. 
 

The River Thames is a prime location for new or improved tourist attractions, and as such, 

this area is suitable for informal recreation and sporting uses and associated small-scale 

development, as well as improvements to management and access.  Development or 

improvements in this area will be expected to add to or maintain the setting and character 

of the Thames and to conserve and enhance ecological value. 

107  Leisure, cultural and tourism development are those uses within the ‘main town centre uses’ defined in the NPPF  
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