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COUNTY BOROUGCH OF READINC.

NoOoTICE OF PERAMBULATION.

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN :—

(i)

(ii.)

(iii.)

That the Council of the above named Borough will on WEDNESDAY the
6th day of NOVEMBER, 1912, perambulate the boundary of the said
Borough, as extended by the Reading (Extension) Order, 1911.

That such perambulation will commence at nine o’clock in the morning on
the northern bank of the River Thames at a point indicated by a post which
has been erected on the south eastern boundary of the Parish of Caversham

and from which the Council will proceed in a northerly direction.

That if such perambulation be not completed on the said 6th day of
November, the Council will proceed to complete it on Thursday the Tth day

of November, 1912.

The Lords of all adjoining Manors and other persons interested in the matter of

the said perambulation are hereby requested to take notice thereof.

DATED this 18th day of October, 1912.

Lt lu ok .

Town Clerk.
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erBUCK, TOWN CLERK.

Near Sir,

I an desired by the Mayor to inform you of the following
aprancements which have been made for the forthcoming perambulation
of the houndary of the Pofough.

The summons to attend the Council HMeeting which is to be
held in the (Council Chamber at 8-30 o'clock a.m, on Wéﬁneeda' next,
Bth instant, has already heen sent to you.

The Council will proceed from the (ouncil Chamber to the
Fing's “esdow Pecreation Ground and will be conveyed across the
Thames in barges (which will be provided by the Thames Conservancy )
to the point at which the perambulation will commence,

As stated in the notice of the perémhulation this point
in indiecated hy a post which has been erected at the south—eastern
houndary of the Parish of Cuverwhan, From this point the Council
will proceed northward snd will persmbulate the boundary of the
Parish of Cavershan,

The south-western boundary of the Parish terminates_in
the middle of the river at s point situate somevhat to the east of

the premises known as "Dunelm", From this point the boundary




5? the neplinoentsry and municipal borough extends westward
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et it evtends along the southern bank of the river to a point

point - °©

o ! T ey Baohiipnls T
pear sud 1O the west of the Roebuck Hotel.

7t i intended that, IF possible, arrangements shall be
nade For conveyings the Council in barges fronm M, Fidler's landing
etnce to the naebuck Totel but the condition of the river may not
admit of this, and if it does not they will be conveyed across the
piver snd the perambulation will be continued along the towpath,

Tt is evpected that the Poebuck Hotel will he reached about

ﬂ 1-80 o'clock p.m. where luncheon will be aserved, After luncheon
5 the perambulation will be continued from the point of termination
) of the north-western boundary of the added part of Tilehurst to

the point of ternination of the south-western boundary of the
added part of Theale,

It is proposed that the remsinder of the boundary of the
Borouch shsll he perambulated on the following day,

I+ is necessary thst the approximate number of the members
who will lunch at the Roebuck Totel should be ascertained without
delay in order that adequate arrangements may be made for their
convenience =nd I am, therefore, desired to ask you to bhe so
g00d as to let me know by return of post whether it is your
intention to te present, For this purpose I enclose a stamped

addressed post—card,

| zithfully yours,

Town Clerk.
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Wednesday and Thurs
i ;7 iting the bounds val of the
ancient Catholic practice of processions on the
Rogation Days and has heen observed hy
Reading Corporation for generations. As is
the case with many lingering ties with bygone
days, the custom has been rather neglected.
Since 1861 the boundaries have been peram-
bulated only three times—in 1874, during the
mayoralty of the late Alderman A. Beale, in
1887, when the late Alderman A. Hill held
office, and on Wednesday, ‘when the Mayor
and Corporation of the extended borough be-
gan a two days’ trudge in order to fix houndary
marks where necessary. By the incorporation
of Caversham and Tilehurst, Reading was con-
siderably enlarged, and is miles round. For
the whole of that distance the mace was car-
ried strictly along the bhoundary line, which
was in this way sufficiently maintained and it
was never for a moment allowed to deviate
from its course. To fulfil his mission faith-
fully and well the hearer of the glittering
emblem of civie authority scrambled through
bushes and trees and waded through ditches
and ponds—in fact, penetrated wherever the
line of demarcation was obstructed or ob-
scured. At intervals the pedestrians halted
to see a triangular post inscribed ¢ Corpora-
tion of Reading, 3

-

1,”" well and truly driven
in the ground, and as thev reached the houn-
daries members of the party were “ bumped,”’
the better presumably to impress their exact
location! This was a quite unnecessary for-
mality, but nevertheless highly essential in
order to follow traditional usage. Naturally
the operation invariably caused immense
amusement to the participants and lookers-
i mwmed snasulatian ac ta wha wanld ha tha
Aldermen B, Parfitt, F. A. Cox, J.
som, H. C. Dryland and T. Mason, Councillors
8. Hayward, W. M. Colehrook, W. J. D.
Venner, W. Rudland, J. Rabson, E. O,
Farrer, D. Egginton, A. J. Maker, A. W.
Webb, F. A. Sarjeant, W. E. Butler, F.
Lw.i.-a_, L. G. Sutton; W. R. ”lr‘.\l’“, .
Watts, T. Norris, F. W. Dormer, F. W. All-
wright, T. J. Stacey, T. H. Turner, B. P.
Gil J. Lewis, G. Adey, T. Morley and
Captain J. H. Trye, the Town ¢ (Mr. W.
S. Clutterbuck), the acting Mayor’s Chaplain
(Rev. R. P. Newhouse), the Borough Account-
ant (Mr. H. Lund), the assistant Borough
Engin and Surveyor (Mr. W. L. Hilder),
the Waterworks Manager (Mr. L. C. Walker),
the Farm Steward (Mr. T. Chettle), the Head

hons, G.
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Constable (Captain J. S, Henderson), the
Deputy Coroner (Mr. F. W. Martin), the Bor-
ough Auditor (Mr. B. Russell), the Highways
Inspector (Mr. J. Walker), the Rate Collee-
tors (Messrs. Gooch, P. E. Smart, E.
Woodland and H. P. Slatter), the |{--gimr1
tion Clerk (Mr. H. J. Hobhs), the Registrar
for St. Giles’ (Mr. C. Moss), the Clerk of the
Distress Committee (Mr. J. E. Coates), the
representatives of the Press (Messrs. A. F.
Woodward, A. G. Clarke, W. Brown, P. W.
Batten and C. E. Woodbridge), Chief Inspec-
tor Lickley, Inspector Connon, P.e.'s J.
Parker and H. Green, Messrs. W. McDonald,
C. F. Round, Alexander Way, Richard
Osmond, T. T. Sich and H. C. Love. Owing
to a family b vement, the Berough En-
_:_J:illvl‘l' and h'llr'\'u.\'m' (My. J. Bowen) did not
attend, while the Tewn ( only joined the
party for an hour m the afternoomn.
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r seale a barbed wire fence—and grey-
ed ters surprised their companions hy
the endurance and activity they displayed,
when a ditch or some other bharrier was en.
countered, There were no featherbed
ramblers in Wednesday’s proceedings. From
Dean’s Farm the procession wended its way
to a neighbouring cottage, and the Mayor ]C‘%l
the }\\ ay down the garden path; reminding one
ol The
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Skirting the sewage farm and allotments of
Lower Caversham, the party viewed the
twelve and a half acres of land acquired from
Mr. W. T. Crawshay for the purpose of allot-
ments, and stepping over a water-logged
meadow emerged in Lower Henley-road, to
continue the jonrney along the drive of The
Elms, the residence of Miss Susan Lovegrove.
Here the fun hegan. Mr. Round tried to
seize a Blue Coat boy and initiate him in the
mysteries of bumping. The rest of the hoys,
however, turned on the attacker, and grab-
bing him by legs and shoulders, overpowered
him after a hard struggle, and bumped him on
dary posts to shouts of *“ One—two—
The party laughed heartily at the
way the tables were turned, and scrambling to
his feot with cloth red with mud Mr.
Round took the joke in perfect mood humeur.

Up and down hill the party still pushed for-
ward, startling horses and cattle by their sud-
den invasion of rural quietness and causing
the rustics to gape in wonder at the strange
procession.  An exeiting incident ocenrred at
a deep pond at Rose Hill. The mace had to
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THE START OF THE PROCESSION.

SKIRTING BERRY BROOK AT LOWER CAVERSHAM.

CROSSING THE THAMES FROM KING’'S MEADOWS.

AFFIXING ONE OF THE BOUNDARY MARKS.
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‘BY COUNCILLORS RABSON, MAKER AND DORMER, AND!

“ BUMPED
ALDERMAN MASON  SSRS. H. C/LOVE AND C. MOSS AT WESTWOOD FARM.

COUNCILLOR GIBBONS BEING “BUMPED " BY BLUE COAT BOYS.
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THE PERAMBULATION OF THE
BOROUGH BOUNDARIES.

[BY THE HEAD BOY.]
STy

The first intimation we received as to the
perambulation of the borough boundaries was from
the ** Reading Observer,”” from which we learnt that
on previous occasions the Blue Coat boys had been
mvited, and had been ** bumped.” We wished to be
invited, but we decided not to be *‘ bumped ” with-
out exacting toll in return. So &t a2 meeting we
resolved that for every ** Blue " who was ‘‘bumped’’
two members of the Corporation should have a simi-
lar attention. Twelve of the seniors received in-
vitations from the Mayor, and we were delizhtad to
go. and.were delermined to enjoy oursslves. In
any case it meant two daps out of school, and all
the boys I know will endure mtch discomfort to
secure that relief.

The perambulation iteslf has been so fully
deseribed that it is unnecessary for me to go into
that, even if I were capable of doing justice to it.
But perhaps ihe Editor will lab me mention goma ~¢
the incidenis 1n which we of the Blue Coat School
took part. When Bawden lagged behind he did so
purposely, and Mr. C. F. Round fell into ths trap
tha,t: bad been prepared for him.

Y_Rfe were * hired ” by a Councillor (and the prics
paid was helf a sovereizn) to bump Mr. Veomer,
while Conncillor Gibbons bore us so little a grudge
for bumping his by no means light body that he
£ave us half a2 crown. How we wished he had paid
us b\? weight! Mr. Harold Love was so very busy
inciting others to bump us that we decided to give
him a'turn, and we repeated the dose a little later. |

THREE GENTLEMEN WHO BEAT THE BOUNDS 25 YEARS AGO.

‘When the Mayor called for volunteers to cross the
ponrd on the raft we had two disappointments—
nous of us were selected, and the man who was
crossed in safety. When Ludlow was entrusted
with the mace such a emile spread over his coun-
tenance that we have not yet been able to rub it
off; and since Oshorne (who was picked because of
his lack of inches) held the macs while a photo-
graph was being taken, he has acted as'if i
belengs to him. /

‘We shall not readily forget our luncheon at Manor
Farm., ©Our host, Councillor John Eighteen, was
not there at the start, but we did not let that
affect our appetites. And when he did come what
a weicome he got! And how funny his epeech was,
and how we roared with langhter. He told us
how he had lately driven round the farm with &
friend, who had remarked that there werp soma
wends. ** Dear me” (or words io that effect) re-
mmarked Mr. John, * this isn't the Forbury Gar-
dens! " There were & good many bumpings after
the luncheon, all of which were taken I good part.
The final ecens of the day took part in the Mayor's
parlour, where we were thanked for our two days'
attendance, apd a current coin of the realm was
transferred from the Mayor's pocket to ours. After
our very pleasant experences of the perambulation
we wish the Corporation would make it 2 moenthly
affair, with a rehearsal every fortnight,

The names of the boys who attended the peram-
bulation were: W. R, Terry, W. Moore, F. J. O.
Ludlow, G. Spencer, 0. W. Wilde, C.-P. Ricketts,
A. H. Goswell, A, R. Osborne, H. Bawden, L. L.
Hyde, E. C. Bartlett, 8. H. Bull, A. J. Murray and
L, Illingworth Butler. There also went from the
school the Headmaster and Messrs. W. C. Likeman,
J. B. Watson and G. A. Jones.




& was made memorable, however,
nal incident. Aldarman Mason, one
eutatives of Tilehurst, was sud-
by several colleagues and Blue

which was renewed in even greater measure
Wi

Councillor Venner was gcked out for the com-
pliment, and then the Mayor, who accepted it|
‘with gracious resignation. From Westwood
House, the residence of the Countess of Elden,
‘the route lay over Chapel Hill, The Common
and Church-lane, where at Park Cottage Mr.
H. B. Blagrave, Lord of the Manor, came out
to welcome the Mayer, to whom he was intro-
duced by Mr. Alexander Way, agent of the
extensive Blaorave Fstate. Three cheers for
the squire were given on the call of the Mayor,
who led a deputation to Mr. W. Barningham.
On reaching Bath-road via Caleot Park, the
flying  column turned into a fooipath and
passed Southcote Lodge, until recently the
‘residence of Lord Saye and Sele, and near the
boundary that was marked out in 1887. The
signalling of an express caused a seramble
over the level crossing, and at twenty min-
qtes to five the panty stoed in Burghfield-road,
where the Mayor said the day’s march would
end. The distance travelled was at least
fifteen miles, and the day's performance
compared most favourably with former
perambulations. For instance, the Cor-

raton  records of 1721 state that the
ﬁunﬁ}rr’ies were beaten m May of that year,
and the task occupied from 9 a.m. till 9 p.m.
The slewness of progress on that occasion
seems to be explained by the subseguent note
that the Mayor and Corporation were *re-
galed with good cheer’' at intervals on the
line of march! On Wednesday a good walk-
Ang pace wassot and maintained by the Mayor,
who showed splendid “form,”” and his Wor-
ship was quite ready fer duty on the following|
amorning. ] [

The whole of the southern border was fol-
lowed. For the first part of the journey the
Tand was more or less waterlogged, but om
«the pround above the Kennet Valley the going
was fairly .good and a capital muster com-
pleted the last stage, from the Kennet's
mouth to Caversham Lock by barge. Bump-
ing was again a popular diversion, and several
public figures underwent ‘the ordeal, amomnz
them the Mayor, Alderman Mason, Council-
dors J. Eighteen, .J. Rabson and D. Egginton,
the Chief Constable, the Farm Steward, the
assistant Borough Engineer and the High-
ways ‘Inspector.

Seon after the start the party crossed ‘the
XKennet and Avon Canal and were towed down
the middle of the Kennet, finally entering
‘Manor Farm, where Uouncillor J. Eighteen
‘(ehairman of the Farm Committee) had lun-
«cheon in waiting. Propoesing '*‘Sueccess o the
Borough of Reading,”” the Mayor remarked
that they had done a worthy work in know-
dne their houndaries.

enjoyed himself so much on a Corpor

L | ;
Councillor RABSON paid a tribu
excellent arrangenients and -f;i;ﬁfn{.
the part of ‘the officials, and went on
press his regrat that :the 3
office was so-scon to draw to a close
been struck during the perambul
amount of non-urhan land. There w
land for building purposes, and he
time was nop far distant-when they
;iownhtheirl‘ilnms- uudleput up goeod
or the-working ‘people. fip
The ‘-}realthggof ouncillor
drunk with musical honours on the
Mavor, anid Mr. Bighteen tendered
to Mr. Chettle, who had wdken in |
arrangements for ‘the luncheon. He
favour ‘of continuing Manor F
thought that they should not be
spend money on additional sewage
The MAYOR, whose health
Mr. Eighiteen, thanked ‘the Blue
the officials who 'had plannet! ithe
ition, pas@icularly Mr. Hilder,
Sergt. Cook, and all those who h
make the perambulation a pleasure.
referred toiihe good offices of the
After a look round Manor Fa;
set out fer ‘Whitley Weat, €
.and Whitéknights Park, where
‘cident of the perambulation o
“boundary Dine runs through £l
Blandford Lotge, the residence
The perambulators we¢
-the occasion, however, adders
against the walls, and up these ¢1
fathers, who ¢limbed on to tha T
.a safe descent on the other side I
ramble in the Barley lanes, a walk
railway and they were at the
mouth, whers ithey complated -a pe
cof 25 miles i.nndn:’l'girge. 4 -3 i
_afternoon, ang the party, rather. ller than
“the one which vet out onthe Wednestlay morn-
ing, arrived at the Municipal
scious of duty well done.

and bumped amid great merriment,

 the Blue Coat boys formed a similar plot|
nst £louncillor Gibbons, whom they frog-
marched: o the boundary post. Subsequently

'tlder @iat boundary marks shouwld be fixed

WEADING'S COUNCILLORS “ BUMPED”

~ BEATING T

=

- BNCIENT CUSTOM CAUSES AMUSEMENT

|
e

‘(By Our Special Convmissionor.)

Fwednesday was a memorable day in
" fxﬁnnicipsﬂ history of Reading, for the
ounds of the extended borough at Caver-
‘sham and Tiléhurst were perambulated Dby
;lamberu of the Reading Town Council in

where Necessary. 3 :

" As enlarged Reading is now 25 miles
yound, but it ie the portion recenily added
which was formally claimed om this occa-

i&on. 25 YEARS AGO.
F'*-l't was 25 years ago since the last per-
mmbulation was made, in the time of
lderman Hill’s mayoralty, but Reading
as lately added considerably to iteelf, and
‘engulfed outlying portions of the district,
g6 that the old boundary marks are obso-
Jete, Earlier perambulations - of the
Bborough took plece in 1874 tdl_.mng ’J,Ege
Jmayoralty of Mr. A. Beale), and 1861, This
wear's ‘‘beating the bounds’ was not ex-
pected to be so exciting as on previous
egasions, when walls had to be scaled,
ibut there were a few nice ditches to be
aversed. 'Those who have perawte_nhly
ollowed the mace on previous OCCASIONS
iave presented n pretdy ﬂ_gu.re. In 1887
4he party were ecared by the appearance of
& bull near Burghficld railway bridge.
' 'PHE ASSEMBLY. :
L The hour of 8.30 was fixed for the as-
xembly at the Municipal Buildings, and:
ere was o good muster of the members of
the council at the formal proceedings
swhich innugurated the dey. The mayor
NiAiderman J. W. Martin) presided, and
other members present were the
eputy-mavor (Mr. W. Frame), Aldermen
. C. Dryland, T. Mason, and J. Milsom,
Souncilors F. W. Allwright, A. H. Bull,
4W. E. Butler, W. M. Colebrook, 1, Eggin-
n, 8. Hayward, W. R. Howell, ¥. J.
Mewis, A. J. Maker, T. Norris, J. Rabson,
gz. Rudland, ¥. A, Sarjeant, T. J. Stacey,
¢. Sutton. Capt. J. T. Trye, T. H.
Furner, A. W. A. Webb, aad the town
elerk (Mr. W. 8. Clutterbuck). Tt was a
analter of regret that the day’s proceed-
ings began with a note of sedness. for the
amayor reported that the borough surveyor
UMr. Bowen) had lost his son, who died in
Fgypt on the previous day. The mayor
referred in eympathetic terms to Mr.
MBowen's lose, and said this would pre-
ment, the borough surveyor from iakin
mpart in the proeeedings. 1t was resolv
k send Mr. Bowen a message of condolence
from the eouncil,

1

E , 'THE PROCESBION STARTS.
§"The eouncil procecdings over, the pro-
ameion formed up. At the head were
irteen Bluecoat Boys earrying staves and
Raoking very delighted with the prospect
of a good day's fun—not least the humping
on the new boundary -maerks, in sceordance
gwith  well-esiablished precedent. The
maee was carried by Sergl. Cook, who wag
e of these least to be envied. 'The
mbers of the council walked four
reast. It is noteworthy that Alderman
. W. Martin wag the only member of the
eonnecil who assisied to “‘heat the bounds™
in 1887 though Mr. Colebrook was in due
succession to his fatber, who wa:hen an |
mlderman of the ecouncil. Mr. W. L.|
fHilder represented the boreugh swrveyor.
Bveryone was in good humour, and defer-
imined to get the moet fun possible out of
_lthe day off. §=
; CROSSING THE RIVER™: -«
£ The party, which numbered about sixty,
jprocoeded along Valpy Streep and Vastern
3 to the King's Meadow Recreation
iGround, Here a onehorse ferry boat and
(@ dinghy were in readiness {0 take them
jacross to the Oxfordshire side. The hoats
jwere lent by the Thames Conservancy and
iwere in charge of Mr, Hughes. 'They
Iproceeded to Minelt's Farm, where they
hnnde_d. SR -
1 From this peoint the council proceeded
imorthward and perambulated the boundary
i'nf Caversham, there being a number of
lamusing ineidents.
ir When Rose Hill was reached, great
'smusement was caused when it was,

found that the mace had to he taken
over a pond 12ft. deep on a raft ahout |
4ft, square. The mayor called for

| voluniéers, and several of the “‘mustard
| stockingites '’  replied, but eventually

| the sergeant-at-arms stepped on the
frail raft, which sank until the" water
was up to his ankles. * Come off,”
cried the mayor; ‘‘ you're too heavy.”
A man named Knott then took the
mace, and amidst general laughter and
applause the raft was slowly '‘ poled
across the pond and cheers given when
the mace was again on dry land. One
of the Blue Coat TLoys taen shouldered
thz  mace for-a good distance. {




wue eompany by a tortuous ronte—
along which posts marked the boundary
—proceeded to  Mapledurham.  Here
in an orchard belonging to Miss Love-
grove, Mr. C, I

him=elf, tor the merriment of the
whole party. The crowd now numbered

abonut 150. The party next proceededy
to Clifls House, the residence of Mr. W,

T, Hedges, of the “ Chronicle.”” The
members of the council, headed by the
mayor (Mr. J. W. Martin), were re-

t'intla'-ved by Mrs. Hedges. Soon after Mr.

iges  arrived  and  welcomed . the
party.  After refreshments had been
partaken of, three cheers were heartily
agporded Mrs and Miss Hedges, the
latter of whom was handed the mace.

The south-western boundary of the

parish ferminates in the

MIDDLE OF THE RIVER
at & point sitnate somewhal to the east of
the premises known se “Dunelm.” From
thig point the boundary, boih of the Parlia-
mentary and muinicipal borough extends
westward in the middle of the river as far

a8 “Coombe Bank.” ¥rom lhat point it]

extends along the southern bank of the
river to a point near and to the west of
the Roebuck Hotel,

After leaving the hospitable * Cliff
House.”” the mayor and a number of
councillors entered the launch ' Lod-
den,” whilst the majority got into a
waiting harge. This had to be gained
by gomg up a narrow plank, and when
hali-a-dozen or more were on together
an ominous crack was heard, and a
helter-skelter seramble made for the
side of the barge. Two horses were
hitched to a rope fastened to the barge,
and with many a witticism the party
slowly went up-river to The Roebuck.
Just past Tilehurst station a passing
tag was chartered, and things moved
at a faster pace.

A regrettable incident  oeccurred,
(l}iiun. Hayward being taken suddenly
il

. THE LUNCHEON

Lunch was served at The Roebuck.

Amongst those present at the dinner
twere r. F. W. Martin, Mr. W. B,
(Clukterbuclk (town clerk), Alderman
Parfitt, Councillors W. R. ‘Howell, A.
J. Maker, T. H. FTarner, J. H. Trye,
B. P. Gibbons, H. Watts, E. 0. Farrer,
Pr. Carmody, Mr. T, T. Sich, Captain
Henderson  (chief constable), and
Messrs. T. Chettle (manager of the
farm), Leslie Walker waterworks
l‘&a and the following rate eci-
ors: Messrs, I'. Louch, P. E. Smart,
H. P. Slatter, and 1., J. Woodland,
the registratien clerk (Mr. H. J.
Hobbs), the registrar of births and
deaths (Mr, . Moss), the assistant
borough surveyor (Mr. Hilder), the
roads inspector (Mr. J. Wa‘ikar}, and
the borongh accountant (Mr, Lund),
Inspector Lickley, and others

After lurcheon and the loyal teast,
the mayor gave  SBuccess to the good
old Borough of Reading.”’ They had
had a very good tramp, and their thanks
were due to the Thames Conservancy,

and Major Wheble had been unable to
accept their hospitality (hear, hear).
He thonght great credit was reflected
upon Mr. Hilder and Mr. Walker and

. Round made an- at-
temapt to hump one of the Blue Coat
boys, and after a hard tussle was bumped

and he regretted that Captain Laurse)

the staff”of the horough surveyor and!
engineer, who u%_fl_ully mapped ont the
Jhoundary—not s very easy thing to do.
He coupled with the toast the names of
Alderman Milsom and Gouncillor Trye.

Alderman Milsom remarked that a

ood mané years ago he and Mr.
| Charles mith had * beaten the
i bounds,”  when Alderman Beale was
| mayor. Captain Trye briefly rephled, |

Alderman Parfitt gave * The Mayor.?
The mayor, who had heen chairman of
the Extension Committee and so sue-
cessful in prometing the scheme, was
_{]aservmgl of great praise. . He had
successfully piloted the enlarged coun-
¢il at a time when the duty of mayor
was very arduous.

e mayor’s health was demk with
musical honours, and Mr. Martin re-
plied.

PERAMBULATION RESUMED.

After lunch the civie fathers resumed  the per-|
ambulation of the borough boundaries, 1}3):\;1-'
g the main road they ascended the foot- |
path by Major Downing Fullerton's estate,
and through sylvan glades, rich in autumsal
foliage, to West Wood Road. Here the first
zmuamg wcident was expericneed. [0 or-
er to get into the romd it was neccesar
for the porambulators to get over a heldg{!
g;::h the aid of ladders. At the Roebuck

party wore joined by Mr. A. May, ageut
to the Blagrave Hstate, over which the
party traversed, and he rendered valuable |
assstance in doiining the boundarics,

The party were in'n merry mood, wtd in-.
cident after incident passed in guick succes
sion. His worship the meyor, Counillor
Venner, Mr. Masen, Mr. Mason, jun., amd
Mr. H. C. Love were 1n turn subjected to
“bumping” with a dignity befitting their
positions, but perbaps the spirits of the

party never =
: ROSE BIGIEER
than it did who they beheld the portly
Ban Gibbons undergoing the o , Gl M-
rondoring to the ughthearved lade with a
graco amd o dignity quite in accordauce
the spirit of the occasion, Thrics they
were bumped and onee for geod huck. The
best of good humour prevaiied, and though
the ceremony did not assume the exciting
character of previcus years it quite uphgd
the traditions of the barcugh.

The boundary line wae rigidly observed,
and at such placss as Westwood Marm, whe
the boundary line goes right up fo ﬁ
doorstep of the house, the farm hands gazed
at the civie prooession with womder as 1t
passed by, Posts having been driven in the
pariy proceeded to 'West Wood Grange,” the
residence of the Uoumtess of Eldon, into the |
road, ta Chapel Hill and " acrosy country ™ -
to Birch Copse. Befove réacmmng this spot
a  gportsman  walking up®” partridges
paused to ascertain the owuse of the un-
wonted  exertercint  near - his wellstocked
covewts. The going was now rather heavy. |
Enjoying their after-dinner cigar the fore
most of “the perty, however, sot

A HOT PACE
that spoke well for their powers of endur-
ance, Soon the ''field” began to spread
out. Overcoals were & supeciuons arsicie
of attire in negotiating ihe §ances, ditches
and hedges that thereabouts n#)qqn&[«_;g,'__a‘gri_.ﬂ
tho party had & striking demonstiation »of
tho dificulty of “huntag” « *fwired
conntry,” for move than one individual eame
to grief orver the imponetrable barbed wire
that abounded everywhers, M was a sight
for the gods to see vivic digmitaries and jus-|
tices of the peaco scaling wire fences q:&_h|
an agiltty that was surprising, and the . |

i)

UNDIGNIFIED FIGURES
coeasionally out by coming into violent
g;?;{.et zl'mh torcn, Gema adding  to the
L rranseit. -
?ﬁ:in??ﬁe Reservoir on the lelt and
THE BARBED WIRE BEHIND,

d to Tileliurst Church, much to the
:];Ee;md many, was reached, theé cohioes of
the wood by the reservoir resounding widh
the '‘Gone away * and * Horcks™ 6i those
who imaginedl that they smw Reynard break.

i wert.

u%norﬂw road to Tilshurst Church the pace
of the ecompany ussumed quite o martial
pread. At Park: Cottage, the reswlence of
‘the gonial squire, Mr. H. B. Blagrave, &
lialt was called to enable fhe mayor to pay
his eompliments, The mayor asd Mr,
Blagrave exchanged greotings. Mw Blagrave
having wished tho company good luck, aad
threo cheers having been given for that gen-
tlomun, the mayoral party visited the resi-
denes of Mr. Barpiagham hard by o ¥

“TEST THE WATER,”

as one of them rather Bumorously expleimesd
as they afterwands desconded the lame mtg
the Bath Road by the deer park. Just be-
void the Horn and Castle the party left the
Bath Road and proceeded along tho foot-
path that leads to Cadcot Pile, passing on
the teft Seutheste Lodge, the residence untrk
recontly of Lord Saye and Bele, pear the
old boundary that was marked out in 1887,
over the level crossing, where a mild ex-

citement was caused by the ecommand to.
hurry up as the Cornish Riviera .
- EXPRESS WAR SIGNALLEDI

—the party followed the Holy Brook to the|
railway bridge. From distance tha!

party, with the poles that had beem of
such valuabie assistance to them in negotiat-
ing fonces and other obstacles, looked more
like huntsmen on the trail of an otter than
civio dignitaries engaged in defining  the
borough bounduries. The Burghfield Road
was reached. Here his worship acknow-
ledged the assistance rendered by the Blue
Coat boys, who, he said, had provided the

MOST PICTURESQUE |
part of the day’s proceedings. * Let me
comphiment y(m,ymy Fimmds,”gim continued,
addresmng them, *on the way you have
anarched, from the smallest to the largest.”

Three cheers were given for the mayor.

THURSDAY'S MARCH.

The beating of the enlarged Boundaries
was ipken up again at Wednesday's finish-
ing poini, Burghfield Bridge. Punctually
at 20.30 the mayor had arrived, but there
was o sad lapse on the pary of Caversham,
Tilehurst, and Reading counecillors. These
persons present ineluded Messrs. Hilder,
Long and Walker (corporation officials),
Alderman Mason, Councillors Egginton,
Turmner, Trye, Rabson and G. J. Lewis,
Captain Henderson, Messrs, Butler and
Likemaun (Bluecoat School), Inspectors
Licldey and Connor. i

After croseing ihe . eanal the party

entered a barge and negotiated -the old
IKe::met river, now and again having
| periloua escapes from = everhanging
| branches, nudil they reached the outskirts|
of Manor Farm,

After crossing and reerossing the Great
Western railway track a rather interesting
incident was mentioned, to the effeet t!at‘
va_ coilages on the outskirts of Manor Farm
which should have been taken in By the}

Corporation . in 1875 were inadveriently
ety owt in the plans, and had been out
jever since and were now in the parish of
Burghfield,

=

AT MANOR FARM. ' =
Manor Farm was reached by a ecirenit

|just before twelve o clock  and here s

| pleasant surprise awaited ihe party, for
Munelieon was all ready on the {able. Afier
waiting some timo for Counciller John
Eighteen, who was the host, the party ﬂil
down to Juncheon, the mayor presiding. J
luncheon was drawing 10 a ¢'osa Councillor)
J. Highteen, accompanied By Mr. Harxy
Childs, pult in an appearance, and was
lustily cheered. At the ecotnclusion
mayor gave ‘‘Success to the borough |
Reading,”” remarking that they had done
worthy work in knowing their boundaries,
He coupled with the toast the names of
Counciliors Bgzginton and Rabson, whom
he deseribed as the orators of the council. |
A RIGHT RuYAL TIME. |
Councillor Egginton, in reply, thonghtg
they had had a right royal time. He had
neéver enjoyed himselfi eo much on a cor-
poration outing. = Corpcration work was
plensant ns a rule but frequently tiring
and boring. e had lived in Reading for
43 vears, but this was the first time he
{had liad the piuek to beat the bounds. He
{referred to the genialily of the mayor. H
kept them in high spirits, =)
Councillor Rabson paid a tribute to the
excellent arrangements and faithful work
which had Leen put in by the officials. Thei
bask was a very difficult one, and would
have been more so but for these arrange-
menta fannlangsl  Ha neid s d=iheis wl
fnuing Manor Farm, and thought” that
they should not be ferced to spend money
on additional sewage works., He gave &he
!lomt of the mayor. s 1Y
. In response, Mr. Martin said that Coun<
cillor Eighteen's remarks with regord to
sewage works would have to be taken inio
consideration before any drastic ehaﬁ
was made. He expressed his thanks to the
| Bluecoat hoys, to the officials who had
|carefully planned the perambulation, and
Mr. Hilder. who was certainly deserving
of the utmost thanks, to Mr, Chettle, 16
Sergt. Cook (the mace bearer), and al
!those wha had helped to make the per-
"ambulation a pleasure. He also referred
'to the good offices of the police. -
One of the Bluecoat boys, Mr. Hilder,
Mr. Chetile . Inspector Lickley, and Sergt.
Cook replied. : 3
| The party went over Manor Parm, at the
| invitation of Mr. Eighteen, who remarked
that it was net often that he had the
pleasure of entertaining either councillors
or the general publie. e %
FINISHING THE DAY. R
On leaving Manor Farm—after inspeciing
the pilxgeri;gs‘-tha company mado straight
he corporation to the Basing-

wr':su]_{wl IHearty langht as ¢
stoke . Hearty langpter was of
by the “bumping™ of Councillor John
E?x:ghteen, Alderman Martin (for the second
| time), Captain Henderson, Couneillor E 2
\ginton, Mr, Hilder, aud Sergeant Gook. |
After Whiteknights Park and Fox Hill had |
'been visited, 8 visit was - made af 'The|
| Three Tuns, then on to tha _hmﬂallﬁm]
and ~ Chatham Railway Bridge to the|
mouth of the Kennet, and the party gtepped
on board a waiting barge and were ed
to Caversham Lock., The Town Hall was
soon reached, and Alderman Martin eaid
how pleased he was to think he had'so mans_
adherents, and & proof of his (the mayor's
popularity were the chears that greeted ‘l'nl'
romarks, x v NG = |
On the invitstion of the mayor, the Blue- |
soat bovs and the councillors present (Cour
cillor E. 0. Farrer had joined ihe party)
adjourned . to the r_wmo:;og‘s p::ml&r____ o :‘rm &_“54
the Bluecoats recsived a mmemento of ¥He
occasion, and his worship expressed the
hope that they would !;1{) be at the mext _._i‘
“beating of the bonmds! R
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